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horrible. No man had been daring enough to say, that the
press should not be free: but the bill before them did not,
indeed, punish a man for speaking, it prevented him from
speaking. For his own part, he had never heard of any
danger arising to a free state from the freedom of the
press, or freedom of speech; so far from it, he was perfectly
clear that a free state could not exist without both. The
honourable and learned gentleman had said, would they
not preserve the remainder by giving up this liberty? He
admitted, that, by passing of the bill, the people would have
lost a great deal. A great deal! (said Mr. Fox,) Aye, all
that is worth preserving. For you will have lost the spirit,
the fire, the freedom, the boldness, the energy of the British
character, and with them its best virtue. I say, it is not the
written law of the constitution of England, it is not the law
that is to be found in books, that has constituted the true
principle of freedom in any country, at any time, No! it is
the energy, the boldness of a man's mind, which prompts him
to speak, not in private, but in large and popular assemblies,
that constitutes, that creates, in a state, the spirit of freedom.
This is the principle which gives life to liberty: without it
the human character is a stranger to freedom. If you suffer
the liberty of speech to be wrested from you, you will then
have lost the freedom, the energy, the boldness of the British
character. It has been said, that the right honourable
gentleman rose to his present eminence by the influence of
popular favour, and that he is now kicking away the ladder
by which he mounted to power. Whether such was the
mode by which the right honourable gentleman attained his
present situation I am a little inclined to question; but I
can have no doubt that if this bill shall pass, England
herself will have thrown away that ladder, by which she
has risen to wealth, (but that is the last consideration,) to
honour, to happiness, and to fame, Along with energy of
thinking and liberty of speech, she will forfeit the comforts
of her situation, and the dignity of her character, those
blessings which they have secured to her at home, and the